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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NIAMEY 01922 281027Z 

ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 10-14 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-20 HA-05 /106W 

085911 290750Z/17 

R 280935Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0103 
INFO AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSIONUSUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS NIAMEY 1922 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM , NG 

SUBJECT: NIGER QUEITLY RELEASES SEVERAL POLITICAL DETAINEES ON 
APRIL 15, EOURTH ANNIVERSARY OE ARMED FORCES TAKEOVER 

SEVEN (7) POLITICAL DETAINEES WERE FREED APRIL 15 HIGHLIGHTING 
A QUIET BUT CORRECT FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OE NIGER'S 
SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL'S SEIZURE OF POWER. THE PRISONERS' 

RELEASE, WHICH INCLUDEDSEVERAL RANKING MEMBERS OF DEPOSED 
BIORI HAMANTS GOVERNMENT WAS CARRIED OUT QUIETLY, RECEIVING 
NO PUBLIC FANFARE OR LOCAL MEDICA COVERAGE. 

RELEASED WERE: 

LEOPOLD KAZIENDE- MINISTER OF DEFENSE AT THE TIME OF THE 
COUP D'ETAT AND A TRUSTED MEMBER OF KIORI'S CABINET, KAZIENDE 
PREVIOUSLY HELD MINISTRY PORTEOLIOS IN PUBLIC WORKS, MINES AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND ECONOMIC AEFAIRS, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

MAHAMANE DAN BOBI - DIORI'S MINISTER OF RURAL ECONOMY, DOBI 
PREVIOUSLY DIRECTED THE MINISTRY OE JUSTICE HIGHLIGHTING A 
LONG CAREER AS A CIVIL SERVAHW AND AN ACTIVE LOCAL POLITICIAN. 

LIKE KAZIENDE AND DIORI, HE WAS A GRADUATE OF DAKAR'S WILLIAM 
PONTY NORMAL SCHOOL. 
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HAROU KOUKA - HEADING THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS EOR DIORI 
IN 1974, HE PREVIOUSLY HELD CABINET POSITIONS IN EDUCATION 
AND LABOR DATING BACK TO NIGER'S INDEPENDENCE. 

BALA ARBE - DIORI'S EORMER CHILE OE STALE OF THE ARMED EORCES, 

BALA WAS A RESPECTED MILITARY OFEICER WITH THE RANK OE COLONEL. 

AHMED GARBA - HE DIRECTED NIGER'S NATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION, THE 
UNION NATIONALE DES TRAVAILLEURS NIGERIENS (UNTN). 

IBRAHIM ISSA - HE HELD THE POSITION DIRECTOR OE INEORMATION AT THE 
TIME OE THE COUP. 

DODO AMTALLI - LINGUISTDAVISON 


UNCLASSIEIED 
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